
   L-1 History: Its Study and Sources 

Define 

1. Archaeology- The Scientific study of past 
cultures based on the things left behind by 
the people of these cultures. 

2. Prehistory- The period of the past of mankind 
for which no written records are available. 

3. History- The period of the past of the 
mankind for which write for which written 
records are available. 



  Fill in the Blanks 

1. History is a study of man’s evolution over 
millions of years. 

2. Inscriptions are engraved on clay tablets, 
metal plates and pillars. 

3. Artefacts provide an insight into the day to 
day life of the people. 

4. Grammar books of Panini and Pantanjali 
contain historical events. 

5. Greek historian Herodotus gave an account 
of the invasion of India by Alexander. 



   Matching 

 

1. Prehistory        -    No written historical record 

2. Arthashastra   -    Kautilya 

3. Upanishads     -    Religious literature 

4. Tarikh-e-Hind  -    Alberuni 

5. Sangam literature    -    South India 



    Write True or False 

1. History is an unending..... Past, was stated by 
Herodotus   -   False 

2. Numismatics is the study of inscriptions-False 

3. There is no difference between prehistory 
and protohistory   -   False 

4. Written records are available only for 5000 
years of man’s existence on earth   -   True 

5. Alberuni wrote about the rule of Emperor 
Akbar in India   -   False  



    Name the following 

1. Name the building which has special 
historical Importance. 

Ans. Monuments, Forts, Palaces, Pyramids, etc... 

 

2. Name some forms of early writing. 

Ans. Rocks, Pillars, Clay Tablet, Copper plate and 
Palm leaves. 

 



    3. Name some tools excavated objects which 
help us to know about early life. 

Ans. Tools, weapons, Fossils, Rocks, seals, coins, 
toys, pottery and jewellery. 

 

4. Name the archeological sources of ancient 
history. 

Ans. Inscriptions, Coins, Monuments and 
Artefacts 

 



     Answer in one word 

1. What is the study of coins known as? 

Ans. Numismatics 

2. What is the study of inscriptions known as? 

Ans. Epigraphy 

3. Which is the hand-written book  that man 
compiled? 

Ans. Manuscripts 

4. Who is the Father of History “in Western Culture? 

Ans. Herodotus 



    
Choose the correct answer 

 
1. ____ is the scientific study of past culture. 
a) Zoology 
b) Epigraphy 
c) Archaeology 
d) Biology 
 
2. An objects of historical or cultural interest made by a 

person is called ____. 
a) Artefacts 
b) Monuments 
c) Places 
d) Forts 



    
3. The world famous ____ of Egypt throw light on the life 

of the ancient Egyptians rulers. 
a) Places 
b) Pyramid 
c) Forts 
d) None of this 
 
4. Harshacharitra by ____ provides us an insight of the 

rule of king Harshvardhan. 
a) Chanakya 
b) Banabhatta 
c) Fa-Hein 
d) Alberuni 
 



    

Short Notes 

1. Accounts of Foreign Traveller: The writings of 
Greek historian Herodotus gives us an account 
of the invasion of India by Alender the great. 
Magasthanese gives an account of the 
Mauryan dynasty in his book ‘Indica’. Tarikh-e-
Hind, a document of History written by 
Alberuni and Marco-Polo who passed through 
some part of southern India had written about 
life in South India. 



     
2. Religious Literature: Religeous Literature gives 

us significant information about the social life 
and the value system of a particular period. 
The main sources of Hindu religious literature 
are the vedas, the upanishadas, the puranas 
and the epic Ramayana and Maharashtra. The 
Buddist and Jain literature like jatakas, 
Triptikas, Upangas, Sutra provides useful 
information. 



            
Answer the following questions 

Q.1  What do the coins tell us about the Gupta age? 

Ans. The coins were made up of gold and silver. It tells us 
that the people were wealthy and alsowe can easily 
find out the periods of rulers and empires from the 
dates and names of kings which are given on some 
coins. 

Q.2 Why is the study of History important for us? 

Ans. The study of history is important for us because it 
helps in preserving our customs and traditions. We can 
learn the past of the people of different countries, 
their governance system and cultures. The study of the 
rise and fall of civilizations and empires teaches us 
important lessons of life. 



                   Q.3 What are the earliest inscriptions of India? 

Ans. The earliest inscriptions of India are found 
on the seals of Harappa, the edicts of Ashoks 
and pillars of Samudragupta are religious and 
administrative inscriptions. The iron pillars at 
Mehrauli in Delhi has inscriptions of the Gupta 
dynasty. 


